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HIGHLIGHTS

From 
 the desk of
Property Taxes

The board is please to 
announce there will be no 
increase in Seneca Gardens’ 
property tax rate.  Current rate 
has been the same for twenty 
plus years.

Trevilian Way / Seneca Valley 
Entry Way Update

By now I would bet everyone 
has driven by the new entry 
sign (Trevilian Way / Seneca 
Valley).  Hats off to Mike 
Smiley of Environs, Inc. for 
the design, Charles Kelly 
the Stone Mason for his 
quality workmanship and 
John  Shircliff of Eagle Sign 
for choosing a material that 
should last a lifetime.  In the 
not so far future the city's 
other entry ways will enjoy 
similar signs  as well.

The next phase of our 
Trevilian/Seneca Valley entry 

way will be a bridge over the 
tributary that runs parallel with 
Trevilian Way and the clearing 
of the surrounding land.  
Shortly after completion of this 
phase we’ll start the pathway 
construction and placement of 
the resting stones.  Please visit 
www.cityofsenecagardens.
com/news for more info.

Long Range Development Plan

Mike Smiley of Environs 
presented his preliminary 
“Seneca Gardens Long Range 
Landscape Development Plan" 
at the July 15th board meeting.  
Residents are welcome to 
share their ideas.  

New Street Lights

Broadmeade, Meadow and 
Valletta are without street 
light at their intersection with 
Taylorsville Road.  The 

board is considering placing 
lights at each of these 
intersections.  Please note 
these light poles as well as 
many other appropriately 
located light poles will also 
serve as our street sign poles.  
This action is the board’s 
effort to minimize the city’s 
maintenance cost.

Fund for the Arts 

As a board member of the 
Jefferson County League of 
Cities (JCLC) I was delighted 
when the Exec Director asked 
me to help him with his effort 
to utilize the many services 
the Fund for the Arts can bring 
to the JCLC membership 
(such as “Seneca Gardens 
Summer Art Camps”).  We are 
working on having an “Arts” 
performance at this year’s 
Gardens’ Festival.  We’ll post 
any updates on our face book 
page as well as our website.

David Brown
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FURRY FRIENDS
(a  co lumn abou t  ou r  be loved  pe ts )

BARK! BARK!

My name is Auggie. I am 
about 14 years old and have 
lived in Seneca Gardens for 
about 11 years, after my 
family found me in Cherokee 
Park. I was lost, alone, scared, 
skinny, needed some help and 
especially love.

My main jobs are to protect 
my yard, keep an eye on 
things and keep my family 
happy.

 Together, we have walked 
many long miles all over the 
Highlands but now I stay 
mostly in the neighborhood. 
The squirrels and rabbits 
around here would run 

rampant if somebody didn’t 
keep them in check. There 
are doggie friends all around 
our house, including Ellis, 
Teddy, Jack, Duke and Daisy, 
Benny, and Josie. There is 
also one annoying and pesky 
cat named Clarence, but we 
don’t count him!

 

As I said...I don’t get around 
like I used to, but if you see 
me walking with my Peeps, 
come on over and say “Hi”, 
but don’t talk too long cause 
I gotta get back home and 
check on things.

See Ya Around the 
Neighborhood,
             Auggie Doolittle 
(written with help from David 
Doolittle, Seneca Drive)
 
P.S. My family actually thinks 
THEY are the lucky ones!!!!!!!!!



Seneca Gardens is  now on Facebook!
Like us today!
Facebook.com/CityofSenecaGardens
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Hello neighbors,

I’m relatively new to Seneca Gardens. My husband Tom 
and I bought our house on Seneca Drive in May of 2010. 
We moved here from Maine where we lived for 20 years 
and raised our kids. Our “kid” now is a 30 lb canine rescue 
named Jack. You probably see us - Jack and Jill - out 
walking on a daily basis! We love our neighborhood.. 
or should I say small city. Its a great place to live - our 
neighbors welcomed us with open arms. 

I know most of the folks on my end of the street, but I’d like to extend that sense of community.   
I think our newsletter could be a great vehicle for that - for me, and for others I hope. In Maine, I 
lived in a small town where we had a newspaper that really connected our community. 

In this issue are two new regular columns (Pets in this issue and travel in the next) plus an article 
about a local community group, The Beargrass Creek Alliance with members who live in Seneca 
Gardens. 

In the next issue, we hope to add another regular feature : Neighbor News. For this we need 
your help. This will be a place to share and celebrate family news such as weddings, births 
(both children and grandchildren), athletic achievements, academic and artistic achievements, 
promotions, retirements… You get the idea! Just a few sentences for each is what we are looking 
for - along with the street you live on. Please email me with your submission at          jillmaurey@
gmail.com or call 207-712-6061

These are just a few of my ideas and I welcome yours! If you know of a neighbor with an 
interesting job or hobby and would be willing to write about it - great! We have some residents 
who’ve been here a long time, so an article about the changes in Seneca Gardens over the years 
would be fun to read. There are lots of possibilities and I hope you will be excited to help! 

Jill Maurey 
Seneca Gardens Resident
207-712-6061 
jwmaurey@gmail.com

Your Help Wanted
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Please remember Seneca Gardens has a block watch. 

Our information is here:    
http://www.cityofsenecagardens.com/block_watch.htm 

To help keep our city safe, please keep an eye out on your 
block. The key is to get to know your neighbors and what is 
normal activity on your block. Also, we would greatly appreciate it if 
you would call your block contact if you have a break-in or theft of any kind. (after calling the 
police, of course!) We can put out a block watch email to everyone on our list so folks know to 
be more aware. Your block contact is listed on the website. 

Also, remember that Strathmoor Police are contracted by our city and will do house watches 
while you are on vacation or if your house will be vacant due to an advertised funeral. Call 502-
432-8900 to give them in the information they need. 

If you would like to volunteer to help us, we need block contact people. You would greet new 
neighbors and take the occasional phone call after an incident. It’s a great way to give back to 
your city!

If you have any questions or want to sign up, please email or call Jill Maurey. 
jwmaurey@gmail.com or 207-712-6061.

Have a wonderful and safe summer!

BLOCK
  WATCH    UPDATE

SAVE THE DATE!
TAG SALE
For the first time! City of Seneca Gardens 
Community Yard Sale - Saturday, August 24, 
8AM-2PM. That’s plenty of prep time to clean 
out your basement, attic and garage! More 
details to follow. Check out our website or 
Facebook page in the next few weeks.
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LOVE YOUR CREEK
Beargrass Creek Alliance is in our 
neighborhood! The Alliance is a grassroots, 
action-oriented group seeking to preserve 
Louisville’s greatest natural resource 
through community involvement. Our 
mission is to raise awareness about 
Beargrass Creek and to make it clean, 
safe, and accessible for everyone. Three 
residents on the board include Jill Maurey 
(Seneca Drive) and Ann and Dan Siebert     
(Seneca Valley Rd). 

So, you might ask, what does BCA actually 
do? 

Through our Neighborhood Creek Project, we reach out to neighborhoods about ways individuals 
can help improve creek health and water quality in our community. Our volunteers will do a 
presentation to a small group sharing simple strategies that make a big difference. We also 
sponsor clean-ups and invasive plant removal and planting projects along the creek. We have a 
grant to put stencils on drains alerting folks that anything that goes into the drains goes directly 
into Beargrass creek. And we advocate for sustainable, creek friendly development.

Dan and Ann Siebert started protecting the creek years ago. Here’s how Dan describes their 
involvement:

“We first got involved in 1995 through Friends of the Future, an environmental group at St. Francis 
of Assisi when our son was going to school there. We met folks who volunteered for the Salt 
River Water Watch and began a weekly test of the creek water at Big Rock. We were given a 
testing kit, recorded our findings and delivered the sample and findings to a lab in Jeffersontown. 
The 10 year study confirmed our belief that Beargrass Creek was not fit for any recreational 
use whatsoever. I was asked to join the Board of Directors of the Kentucky Waterways Alliance 
where I served a short time before helping form the Beargrass Creek Alliance. We have lived 
close to Beargrass Creek for almost 30 years, and we believe the only way to restore it to a 
clean and beautiful rock bottom creek is to be involved in educating our friends, neighbors and 
fellow creek stakeholders of what we can all do to help. Beargrass Creek Alliance does this.”

I personally got involved after we moved here from Maine three years ago. We lived very close 
to the ocean for many years so water was an important part of our lives. We chose to live in 
Seneca Gardens to a great extent because of its proximity to the parks and the pretty creek that 
flows through them. So when I found out that our local creek had a lot of urban watershed issues, 
I felt I needed to be part of helping make it better.

Beargrass Creek Alliance meets once a month. We are very action oriented and keep our 
meetings as close to an hour as possible. It’s a great group of very interesting people from 
many different backgrounds who have a love of this fabulous natural resource in our backyard. 
Getting the word out about our group and its mission is a big focus. We invite you to come to a 
meeting, check out our website www.beargrasscreek.org and like us on Facebook. Or you can 
call Jill at 207-712-6061. If you do nothing else, please take a few minutes to read our pledge 
on our website and do your part to help the creek - there are quite a few easy things you can do!! 
Remember: Visit beargrasscreek.org LOVE YOUR CREEK! 



6 GARDEN NEWS

ORDINANCE N0. 2013-02
CITY OF SENECA GARDENS

RELATING TO AD VALORUM PROPERTY TAXES FOR CALENDAR YEAR

WHEREAS, in order to provide fiscal responsibility for its financial affairs, the City of Seneca 
Gardens, Kentucky (the “City”) strives to maintain a proposed plan for raising and spending 
money for specified programs, functions, activities and objectives during each fiscal year (the 
“Budget”);

WHEREAS, the City has reviewed its current Budget for the fiscal year ending 2013 and finds that 
the City is operating within its Budget and additionally finds the City’s current expenditures will 
not require raising the property tax rate for the calendar year 2013 and thus, the City desires to 
maintain the current property tax rate;

WHEREAS, the Commission has reviewed and found that maintaining the same tax rate for the 
calendar year ending 2013 is necessary and proper and in the best interests of the City and its 
citizens; and

WHEREAS, the City further desires to comply with Chapter 91A of the Kentucky Revised Statutes 
(“KRS”) by enacting an Ordinance for the calendar year 2013 in compliance with the KRS.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SENECA GARDENS, KENTUCKY, that:
SECTION 1: January 1, 2013 is hereby set as the assessment date for all real property subject to 
city taxation within the boundaries of the City of Seneca Gardens, Kentucky.

SECTION 2: The tax rate for the calendar year 2013 shall be at $0.2131 per $100.00 of the 
assessed value of the property (as determined by the Jefferson County Property Valuation 
Authority).  Said tax shall be due and payable as follows:
 Discount Date:    2% if paid by January 15, 2014
 Face Due Date:   March 15, 2014
 Penalty and Interest:  10% of face amount if not paid by Face Due Date                        
     plus 1.5% per month

SECTION 3: The City Clerk or designee is directed to obtain a true copy of the Jefferson County 
assessment of property within the corporate limits of the City of Seneca Gardens and make out 
tax bills therefrom and mail same no later than January 15, 2014.

SECTION 4: The City Treasurer shall receive all remittances and account to the City.  Collection 
of all delinquent taxes shall be made in the manner described by law.

SECTION 5: The proceeds of such taxes are to be used for the general operating expenses of 
the City.

SECTION 6: This ordinance shall take effect after its passage and approval of the Commission 
of the City and upon publication

FIRST READING the 18th day of March, 2013
SECOND READING the 15th day of April, 2013
ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY AND EFFECTIVE the 15th day of April, 2013



GARDEN NEWS 7

General Fund Sources of Revenue Road Aid Fund 
Source of Revenue

Resources Available
Reserve Fund Carry Forward    $152,300 
Greenspace Foundation   $  56,200
Accounts Payable     $  96,950

1.   Property Tax Receipts   $159,000
2.   Interest Income    $        100
3.   Tax Insurance Premiums   $   40,000
4.   Cable Franchise Fees   $     6,000
5.   Building Permit Fees   $     2,500
6.   Greenspace Foundation   $            0
7.   Miscellaneous    $            0

Total Estimated Revenue   $207,600

Expenditures

8.    Utilities/Waste Management   $ 68,850
9.    Public Safety    $ 78,000
10.  Communication              $ 15,000
11.  Environment     $ 14,000
12.  Administration    $ 30,000
13.  Building Permit Refunds   $   1,750

Total Expenditures    $207,600

Road Aid Fund Source of Revenue

Carry Forward         $ 56,000

1. Municipal Aid Road Fund Receipts     $ 16,000 

      _________
          

          $ 16,000

10.  Road Improvements and Maintenance   $   10,000

      $    10,000

ORDINANCE NO.  2013-01
CITY OF SENECA GARDENS

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SENECA GARDENS, KENTUCKY RELATING TO THE USE
OF SOURCES OF REVENUE FOR THE GENERAL OPERATION PURPOSE OF THE CITY FOR

THE FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2013 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2014

First Reading March 18, 2013
Second Reading and Passage April 15, 2013
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