
by Michael Hayman

Fifty years ago, Theodore Klein from Yew Dell 
Nursery (now, Yew Dell Botanical Garden) discov-
ered an unusual weeping katsura in the nursery of 
Jess Elliott, an Indiana nurseryman who had water 
for his greenhouses but not for his 
home. Jess gave the tree to Theodore, 
who then propagated it and spread it 
to a few botanical 
gardens, such as Bernheim 
Arboretum, Cave Hill Cemetery and 
Spring Grove Cemetery.   

At that point, the tree was not 
named. It went by the generic name 
of ‘pendula,’ but since there were at 
least three forms of weeping katsura 
held among collectors, I set out to give it a name to 
distinguish it from others.   

While looking at Cave Hill’s magnificent specimen of 
this tree, I suggested to Courier Journal 

columnist Bob Hill that it needed a name to note 
gracefulness.  “Amazing Grace” said Bob, and that 
became its name with Theodore’s agreement. Part of 
this history is recorded in Dr. Michael Dirr’s Manual 
of Woody Plants.  With the publication, the name is 
official.    

I planted Amie and Chris Schulten’s 
tree on the peninsula at our Trevilian 
entrance, where it has space to grow 
for 100 years and fill the entire space. It 
is a grand tree in a special, visible 
site. There is a small depression near 
the tree which captures some rain 
runoff, which is good for this tree, since 
it can suffer in droughts. 

It is worth a visit to Cave Hill to see a 50 
year old Amazing Grace katsura in Section 10. But the 
25 year old Amazing Grace in the Schulten garden in 
Seneca Gardens is magnificent too.  

Michael Hayman is the Seneca Gardens Arborist. 
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The Amazing Grace Weeping Katsura and its local “roots”

Sunday Supper to replace Annual Garden Gathering, October 25
In lieu of our Annual Garden Gathering this year, 
Seneca Gardens will host a neighborhood Sunday 
Supper. While we can’t congregate and break bread 
together, we can still count on a hot meal to enjoy 
with our familes at home, courtesy of Seneca 
Gardens and Morris’s Deli. 

When: Sunday, October 25th 
Where: the Corner of Trevilian & Valletta. 
Time: 5-7pm 

There will be drive-up service or walk over and pick-
up in person, standing 6 feet apart. A postcard will 
be mailed to each SG household as a ticket to ensure 
that only SG families participate.

What’s for supper? 
• Grilled Chicken Breasts 
• Hot Dogs 
• Black bean-burgers 
• Pulled Pork 
• BBQ baked beans 
• Tricolor pasta salad 
• Corn Pudding 

It’s not quite the same as being together, but it is 
definitely something to look forward to. 

Mayor Brown 

“Amazing Grace”
Weeping Katsura

Don’t forget to vote in the upcoming elections. Visit 
our website for information on voting locations: 
cityofsenecagardens.com/voter-information

Welcome these new residents!
We are happy to welcome two new families to 
Seneca Gardens.

Bobby & Mary Ellen Rowan
2512 Seneca Valley Road

Brandon & Brittany Bauer
2549 Dell Road

If you see the Rowans or the Bauers,  introduce 
yourself and make them feel at home.



Families for Effective Autism Treatment (FEAT) of Louisville, a non-profit 
organization that supports and funds autism programs for the entire fam-
ily, recently announced Eco Tech as a Certified Autism Friendly Business 
earlier this year. Eco Tech has increased autism awareness with their puzzle 
piece trucks, as well as a new addition. 

“Eco Tech Environmental is proud to bring awareness and help support 
families and organizations that give back to families blessed to have a child 
on the spectrum,” said Bobby Lee, Vice President of Eco Tech.  On September 
11th, 2018, Lee and his wife Adrian learned that their 4 year old son Trystan 
has Autism. Though they knew from an early age that he may have some de-

lay, to hear those words still brought fear to their life. Since then, Eco Tech and it’s employees have made it 
their mission to help raise awareness and support families who have the blessing of having a special needs 
individual in their lives. By displaying the puzzle piece on their trucks and cans, Eco Tech hopes to inform 
others of the love and compassion that comes with having a child on the spectrum. 

For more information about FEAT go to http://www.featoflouisville.org/. 
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Be sure to like our “city of Seneca 
Gardens” Facebook page and 
keep up with what’s going on. 

Did you miss our last newsletter? Visit www.cityofsenecagardens.com and click on NEWS and INFO-NEWSLETTERS on the far right-hand side of the page.

Halloween decorations from around the neighbooooorhood Eco Tech is on a mission to raise awareness for autism support

REMINDERS: wait until Monday evening to put out trash and 
junk for collection. When parking on streets, keep all 4 tires 
on the road. Please keep your property well maintained. Thx!

5.   Refer to the CDC guidelines for updated info.


