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Mayor: Bob Kaufman
(502)235-6807
senecagardensmayor@gmail.com

Commissioner: Patty Anderson
(502)396-9099
senecagardenscommissionerpatty@
gmail.com

Commissioner: Kim Cummins
(502)797-2088
senecagardenscommissionerkim@
gmail.com

Commissioner: Andrea Diebold
(502)338-8970
senecagardensandrea@gmail.com

Commissioner: Ryan Keith
(502)424-0435
senecagardenscommissionerkeith@
gmail.com

Treasurer: Jason Sanders
jason.sanders092@gmail.com

City Clerk: Margaret Jones
senecagardensclerk@gmail.com

Arborist: Mike Hayman
(502)649-2958
mhayman@iglou.com

Architect: Gil Stein
gsteinarch@aol.com

City Engineer: Ted Niemann
senecagardensengineer@gmail.com

City Attorney: Keith Larson

Strathmoor Police Department
(502)432-8900

Contacts For Seneca Gardens

City of Seneca Gardens
P.O. Box 5217
Louisville, KY 40255-0217

Proud Member of the Jefferson County League of Cities

The Seneca Gardens
NEWSLETTER

February, 2024

Our city is fortunate to have so many residents that 
when they move into our city, they stay.  Ron Bisig is 
one of those long term residents, and we are grateful 
he has shared his story….

Favorite memories living in Seneca Gardens
I (Ron) was one year old when my parents bought 
this home in August 1945. They reared 11 children in 
this house including two sets of twins.  My wife and I 
are now the owners of 
this home and the Bisig 
name has owned this 
house for over 79 years.  

My memories go back 
many, many years.  I 
had a newspaper route 
in Seneca Gardens 
when I was 14 years 
old. I delivered over 150 
newspapers twice per 
day (Courier-Journal 
and Louisville Times) 
and one on Sundays.  

To my knowledge we 
were the first house on 
Broadmeade to get a 
black and white “rabbit 
ears” TV in 1949 or 50.  The TV only had 2 stations - 
WHAS and WAVE.  The neighborhood kids came to 
our house to watch TV. 

What Ron enjoys most about the Seneca Gardens
Location, location, location! Close to grocery, church, 
and school. Growing up all activities were centered 
around our church and school. Growing up, there 
were so many kids in the neighborhood to play with 
and all kids in my time had a bicycle.

The neighbors are friendly and helpful, always 
looking after each other. Seneca Gardens is a 
wonderful place to call home!

A little about Ron and his family
I worked for a big consumer paper outfit for 26 years 
and worked for the Archdiocese of Louisville for 15 
years.  In past years I was a Block Watch Captain 
for my block of Broadmeade Road.  My wife worked 

for the Archdiocese of 
Louisville for 48 years as a 
teacher and principal.  We 
give our time and talent 
to St. Agnes Church and 
School.

Advice to new residents 
moving to the City of 
Seneca Gardens
Seneca Gardens is a happy, 
safe place to live.  

A few other words from 
Ron
My generation never had 
babysitters...our parents 
just told us to lock the 
door and don’t open it for 
nobody.  

I remember when we were still on septic tanks and 
then they tore up the street to put large sewer pipes 
in the middle of Broadmeade.

We kids in the neighborhood played baseball in Dr. 
Overstreet’s front yard where there was a baseball 
diamond at the corner of Valletta and Denham Rd.

For years I grew tomato plants (over 20 plants) in my 
backyard to give to my siblings.

Meet Your Neighbors, The Bisigs

A Few Reminders From City Clerk Margaret Jones 
As the City Clerk, I receive several emails that I forward to the Commissioner relevant to the task. I also receive 
feedback from residents about traffic. While not all drivers in the city are residents, we can try to be thoughtful. 
Here are some of the concerns:

•	 Driving the speed limit, including in cul-du-sacs. 
•	 Stopping at stop signs.
•	 Yielding to oncoming traffic if cars are parked on your side of the street.
•	 Parking on the grass. 
•	 Parking in the direction of traffic.

Thanks for your consideration in addressing these concerns.
The Bisig home, on Broadmeade Road



Mulch Volcanoes

Mulch volcanoes are popping up in Seneca Gardens. 
Those are the large piles of mulch at the base of trees 
with mulch rising to a high point at the trunk. Stated 
plainly: mulch volcanoes are bad for trees.

The volcanoes will not kill your trees right away but 
will shorten their lives. This is how:
•	 Mulch against tree trunks keeps moisture on the 

trunk. Moisture is great around roots but against 
trunks it can cause disease and cankers.

•	 Mulch against trunks can become homes for 
critters that chew on the trunk.

•	 Heavy mulch will crust over and prevent 
moisture getting to roots, a big problem for newly 
planted trees.

•	 Mulch against the trunks encourages fine root 
growth from the trunk, which then grows to 
the end of the mulch and turns sideways to stay 
inside the moist mulch, becoming girdling roots.

This is the opinion of scientists, universities, 
botanical gardens, and the International Society of 
Arboriculture which is the organization that certifies 
arborists. Locally, Cindi Sullivan from TreesLouisville, 
Inc., Dr. Paul Cappiello from Yew Dell Gardens, and 
Dr. Bill Fountain from the University of Kentucky 
horticulture school have spoken out against mulch 
volcanoes.
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Goodbye to a Busy 2023, Hello To A Productive 2024

This last year brought a number of changes to Seneca 
Gardens. Infrastructure took a front seat when it 
came to making improvements. 

A number of rock walls were repaired 
along Trevillian Way and Seneca Valley 
Road in an effort to keep our yards safe 
and waterways clean. Coupled with 
the rock wall repairs, we were able to 
work with MSD to get swale gutters 
installed in two areas of Trevillian Way. 
The lower swale included a culvert that 
carries water under the road rather 
than diagonally across it. While a wet 
road is certainly inconvenient, it can be 
treacherous if the weather dips below 
freezing. The upper swale eliminated 
an area along the roadway that was 
constantly eroding and clogging drains. 

We were also able to mill and repave most of our 
roads – without taking out any loans to do so. 
Meadow Road was not included in the paving list 
because MSD had performed work on the roadway 
over a number of years. The pavement was judged to 
be in reasonable shape with minor patching where 
there was MSD trench settlement. This should help 
extend the life of the pavement and allow for a more 
comfortable driver experience. 

There were also a number of areas various utilities 
had patched when completing work. These areas 
were also judged to be in reasonable condition, so 
they were left to stretch our tax dollars. We intend to 
keep an eye on these areas and repair or replace them 
on a schedule that will not require bonds or loans to 
complete the work. 

Although we have expended most of our road funds 
with the 2023 paving project, we have much work to 
do in 2024 and beyond and are actively looking for 
items that may fit in a must do or would like to do 
categories.  

For 2024 we are reviewing and 
prioritizing the repair or replacement of 
the brick sidewalks that connect with 
the concrete sidewalks. While it is not a 
must do, we have heard from residents 
that sidewalks along Valletta Road, 
between Trevilian Way and Taylorsville 
Road, would help pedestrians stay 
safer than walking along the roadway. 
We are working through preliminary 
engineering for the potential of that 
work. Prior to any work, residents will 
be contacted, and the potential work 
discussed with each. 

As part of our thoughts on sidewalks 
we have reached out to Ben Reno-Weber, our new 
Louisville Metro Council member requesting that 
Metro complete the sidewalks along Valletta Road, 
from Seneca Gardens to Woodbourne Ave, and along 
Woodbourne Avenue, between Valletta and Meadow. 
This work has more challenges than simply installing 
concrete walks, but Mr. Reno-Weber has committed 
to looking into it and has requested an estimate to 
allow further evaluation. If you have an interest 
in having the connection from Valletta to Meadow 
completed, please call or email Ben Reno-Weber of 
Louisville Metro Council. 

Contact me at senecagardensengineer@gmail.com.

Did you miss our last newsletter? Visit www.cityofsenecagardens.com and click on NEWS and INFO-NEWSLETTERS on the far right-hand side of the page.

A Few Words From Mayor Kaufmann
As we close the chapter on my first year as Mayor, 
I want to express my gratitude for your continued 
support and engagement. We have faced some 
challenges along the way, and I want to assure you 
that your concerns have been heard.

In response to your valuable feedback, the city’s 
board is committed to enhancing transparency. 
We believe that open communication is vital for 
a thriving community, and we are taking steps to 
ensure that you are well-informed about decisions 
that affect Seneca Gardens.
We understand transparency builds trust, and we 
are dedicated to fostering a sense of collaboration. 
By learning from the experiences of the past year, 
we are hoping to create a more inclusive and vibrant 
community in 2024.

Thank you for being an essential part of Seneca 
Gardens. Together, we can make our city an even 
better place to live. 

Please Permit Me... 

Ted Niemann, P.E
City Engineer

A Word From Our City Arborist, Mike Hayman

DATE EVENT
Saturday, June 1 Annual Citywide Yard Sale
Friday, June 28 Food Truck Friday
Friday, August 6 Food Truck Friday
Sunday, October 13 Gardens Gathering

Be sure to like our “city of Seneca 
Gardens” Facebook page and keep 
up with what’s going on. 

Don’t forget to sign-up for REACH Alert by going to 
reachalert.com and creating an account. This will keep 
you up-to-date on important notifications.

Sign up for REACH Alert

Mark Your Calendar for These Upcoming Events in 2024



by Commissioner Ryan Keith

On a rainy Saturday morning in January, several 
Seneca Gardens board members attended a meeting 
with mayors of neighboring home rule cities of 
Kingsley, Strathmoor Manor, Strathmoor Village 
and Wellington. The meeting was coordinated by 
Tim Schoering, Strathmoor Village Mayor and Jack 
Will of Jefferson County League of Cities (JCLC) 
with the goal of networking with our neighbors 
and learning from each other.

District 8 Councilman Ben Reno-Weber was in 
attendance at the meeting. Ben began representing 

our area last March after his predecessor was 
elected to the state legislature. Issues discussed by 
the home rule cities included sidewalk installation 
and improvement (such as along Woodbourne 
Avenue), traffic control, homelessness and housing, 
and the new regulations around short-term rentals.  

Ben’s priorities are constituent responsiveness, 
public safety, and solving problems by bringing 
neighbors together. On constituent services, his 
office is implementing a new tracking system that 
delivers an initial response within 48 hours and 
assigns staff responsibility to each concern. On 
public safety, he is looking for creative solutions 
that leverage his background in business and 
nonprofit leadership. On neighborhood work, he 
cites improvements to noise on Bardstown Road 
driven by a coalition of stakeholders.
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Networking With Neighboring Cities

Ben Reno-Weber will 
be attending the next 
meeting of the Seneca 
Gardens Commission 
with an opportunity for 
resident meet and greet. 
Please come early on 
February 19!

by Commissioner Patty Anderson

Are you interested in serving on the Seneca Gardens 
Commission?

The four elected commissioner positions are 
open. Below is the link to file to run in the 2024 
General Election, Tuesday, November 5, 2024. The 
commissioners’ terms are two year terms beginning 
in January 2025.

https://elections.jeffersoncountyclerk.org/

Click on Candidate Forms. This will take you to the 
Kentucky Secretary of State’s website, where you can 
download and print the candidate application. 

THIS IS NOT AN ELECTRONIC FILING. You must take the filing form to the Jefferson County Board 
of Elections. IF YOU WANT YOUR NAME ON THE BALLOT YOU MUST FILE ON OR BEFORE TUESDAY, 
JUNE 4th at 4:00pm.

Write-in candidate’s names will not appear on the ballot!

Information On Upcoming Elections



Santa visited the City of Seneca Gardens on December 17th bringing smiles to residents of all ages. 

Special thank you to residents for donating books to Boys & Girls Haven.  Boys & Girls Haven provides 
safe housing and therapy-first programs that heal, support and prepare young people for stable futures.  
As a city, we donated several boxes full of books for the residents near the holidays.

Seneca Gardens Makes Santa’s “Nice” List Once Again...
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