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Code Enforcement Update | Commissioner Kim Cummins
First and foremost, the Seneca Gardens Board would 
like to thank our residents who received ordinance 
notifications for their understanding and follow-through 
on those notifications.  Your cooperation ensures that our 
neighborhood sustains its beauty, safety and integrity.  

Our code enforcement officer, George Stewart, has helped 
us develop a process that fits our ordinances and an 
appropriate timeline in which to respond to the ordinance 
notifications.  

Below is the ordinance notification process:
1.	Notification sent to resident with ordinance(s) listed 

that need attention.
2.	Notification will have written detail regarding 

ordinance(s) that need attention.  The resident has 15 
days to respond with a plan for their resolution.  An 
appropriate response within the 15 day deadline will 
ensure no escalation in the code enforcement process.  

Again, we thank everyone for their cooperation and 
communication thus far.

At the beginning of the Seneca Gardens Arboretum 
in 1988, no one planned on building an arboretum. 
As Fran Stroud and I canvassed the neighborhood 
to encourage our residents to replant after the 
destructive downburst in 1987, we were just 
thinking about getting some replacement trees. We 
could offer half priced canopy trees subsidized by 
Seneca Gardens.

One of my first goals 
was to add fall color 
so I was attracted to 
descriptions of the 
black gum tupelo, 
a native tree, but 
the species was not 
available. Black gums 
had a reputation 
of being difficult to 
transplant so few 
nurseries grew them.

I found our first one 
in the nursery of Dan 
Gardiner in Skylight, 
KY. That tree was 
transplanted to the traffic island at Valletta and 
Woodcreek and is still there. 

When Mayor Jim MacDonald was told about the 
new tree, he exclaimed, “We are going to have an 
arboretum.”
One black gum was a pretty low standard for 
becoming an arboretum but since then we did 
add hundreds of trees and indeed did become an 
arboretum.

As with all species, there are many variations of 
Blackgums. There is a broad range of quality. Some 
have beautiful glossy leaves with great fall color. On 
the other hand, seedlings can have crooked trunks 

and branches with diseased leaves. 

Over the four decades since, there have been thirty 
selections for improved architecture, leaf quality, 
and fall color. Nurseries have learned how to 
transplant blackgums successfully, so now several 
varieties are available. 

Two of those improved 
selections are from here. 
I found a well shaped, 
glossy leaf form with 
good fall color in a 
fencerow north of Tell 
City, IN. That tree is in 
the trade as Red Rage 
Tupelo.

Phil Powell from 
western Kentucky found 
a tree with great fall 
color near him. That 
tree is in the trade as 
Firemaster blackgum. 
I also distributed a 
friend’s black gum 

with burgundy spring color into the trade. That 
one is Wildfire. All three trees are planted on the 
northeast corner of Valletta and Trevilian.

I have collected twenty of the best forms in an 
orchard in Seneca Golf between fairways 2 and 7. 
That collection gives us an idea of which ones do 
best for us and has also become a seed source for 
Tennessee and Oregon nurseries who are growing 
out improved forms.

The blackgums in Seneca Gardens and the 
blackgum orchard in Seneca Golf are included in 
the Seneca Gardens Arboretum map in the Seneca 
Gardens website.

A Word From Our City Arborist, Mike Hayman

red rage (left) and firemaster (right)



Community Events Update | Commissioner Patty Anderson

Cheap arborists have sought work in Seneca Gardens for 
my entire forty year career as Seneca Gardens arborist. 
Tree work is dangerous and expensive, giving opportunity 
for companies to cut corners and undercut reputable tree 
care companies.

These are the dangers of cheap work:
•	 No liability or workman’s comp insurance
•	 Skimping on safety equipment. If you see arborists 

without helmets, that is a giveaway that they are 
playing with fire and you risk being sued if they hurt 
themselves.

•	 Minimally trained workers. You will not save money if 
they drop a branch on your house. 

•	 Poorly trained workers make improper cuts that do 
not heal.

•	 Branch and trunk 
removals should 
not be dropped. 
Branches should 
be tied and 
brought down 
safely. Dropped 
trunks can break 
underground 
utilities. 

•	 Unscrupulous 
companies will 
offer work for cash, 
avoiding taxes.

As an example, two 
guys with chainsaws 
made a cheap 
proposal to one of 
my neighbors. They 
dropped a major 

branch on a beautiful magnolia which will lead to its early 
demise. Then they abandoned the job leaving the debris of 
two large trees in my neighbor’s front yard.

Good arborists are less likely to make mistakes and have 
insurance to back them up if they do.

The best way to get safe work at a fair price is to seek more 
than one cost proposal from reputable companies and be 
willing to wait for winter rates if the job can be delayed. 
Ask that a ISA certified arborist be on the work site. 

A reminder, Seneca Gardens encourages prevention by 
subsidizing removal of hazard limbs and trees that hang 
over rights of way.

Find SG Trees On 
Google Maps!

Enjoy and identify the 
beautiful trees of Seneca 
Gardens by using our 
interactive map, located 
on our website. Scan the 
QR code below to find 
use this wonderful tool.
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Did you miss our last newsletter? Visit www.cityofsenecagardens.com and click on NEWS and INFO-NEWSLETTERS on the far right-hand side of the page.

An Update From Our City Arborist, Mike Hayman

Don’t forget to sign-up for REACH Alert by going to 
reachalert.com and creating an account. This will keep 
you up-to-date on important notifications.

Sign up for REACH Alert

Gardens Gathering
Sunday, October 13, 2024
4:00pm to 7:00pm

•	 Music by Bill Clark and The Route 15 Band 
•	 Catering my Morris Deli and Ehrler’s Ice Cream 

Halloween Trick or Treating
Thursday, October 31, 2024 
5:30pm to 8:00pm

Santa Visits Seneca Gardens 
Sunday, December 15, 2024
12:00pm to 2:00pm

•	 Santa will be at our Library on Meadow and Trevilian.  

•	 Please bring new books for ages infant to 16 years old 
to donate to a local charity. 

•	
Volunteers are welcome!  

Do you have a high school student who needs 
service hours for school, church, scout group, 
club, etc?  Please contact Patty Anderson at 
senecagardenscommissionerpatty@gmail.com.  

The Bauer Family: Brooke, Brandon, Guy, Hannah 
and their puppies, Eve and Trogg

Resident Update | The Bauers
The Bauers moved to the city in 2020, on Dell.  Here’s what 
they shared about their experience in Seneca Gardens….

We love that our neighborhood feels like a park.  We have 
beautiful trees, hills, and our little creek.  It feels like a 
country getaway with easy access to the city.  

Our favorite restaurant is LaSuerte on Bardstown Road. 
They have the best Mexican food we’ve had since moving 
back to Kentucky from Texas. 

A Message from Chief Lamey

We are happy to welcome the following new residents 
to Seneca Gardens. Be sure to say hello and make them 
feel part of our family. If you know a new resident or 
are one, please contact Patty Anderson at:
senecagardenscommissionerpatty@gmail.com

Courtney Eder and Franklin Fuchs
2522 Meadow Road

Welcome Our New Residents

Be sure to like our “city of Seneca 
Gardens” Facebook page and keep 
up with what’s going on. 

As you know, the city of Strathmoor Village provides 
police protection for the city of Seneca Gardens.  We also 
provide police protection for city of Strathmoor Village, 
Strathmoor Manor, Wellington and Kingsley.

I would like to share a short story I’ll call “The Puzzle”. 

We recently had an occurrence in the city of Strathmoor 
Village where someone broke a car window.  We had no 
other reports of anything else in the area at that time 
so the owner asked what I thought it was I told him it 
appeared to be a random act of vandalism. I canvassed 
the area and found a  house close to that location and 
was able to obtain a video of a vehicle leaving the area 
approximately 15 seconds after this occurred.

However, 45-minutes after I finished taking that report. 
Thanks to one of the Seneca Garden commissioners who 
had been out walking that morning, ran into somebody 
within the city of Metro Louisville that lived on Denham 
who had his windows broken. She advised him to call 
Chief Mike and to let him know what had happened. 
Louisville Metro had taken his report and it had not yet 
hit the CAD system so I was unaware. After a short canvas 
I came across a witness who had seen the suspect break 
the window and then drive off. 

The witness was able to give me a very descriptive image 
of the vehicle license plate, make, model and year as well 
as the suspect himself. We ran the license plate number 
the vehicle was not stolen and everything matched up to 
what the witness had advised.

Within 2-hours of this taking place, I was at 5th division 
speaking with the Sergeant of the detectives Bureau. I 
handed over the completed case file, the sergeant was 
going to assign it to a detective and they were going to 
take out warrants for the individual. Once the suspect 
was picked up, the court process would begin. As the 
adjudication was reached, restitution could be set forth 
and the victims could be made whole once again.

I would like to reiterate the importance of the phrase, 
“If you see something say something.”  There were four 
different pieces to the puzzle and with all four we were 
able to put the puzzle together and solve the case but that 
was with the help of our residents.

So please in the future if you see something that feels out 
of place or that looks out of place, contact us and let us 
know. When I go to each of our city meetings, there’s five 
each month, I always tell them it’s not just our eyes that 

are out there while we’re patrolling. We have everyone 
looking that helps us keep a much safer community and 
it is community orientated policing at its core.

Sincerely,

Chief Mike Lamey
Strathmoor Village Police


