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Mayor: Bob Kaufman
(502)235-6807
senecagardensmayor@gmail.com

Commissioner: Susan Kessinger
(502)235-5858
senecagardenssusan@gmail.com

Commissioner: Steve McGuire
(615)319-1487
senecagardenssteve@gmail.com

Commissioner: Jason Perkey
(502)802-6353
senecagardensjason@gmail.com

Commissioner: Caroline Smith
(502)432-8677
senecagardenscaroline@gmail.com

Treasurer: Jason Sanders
jason.sanders092@gmail.com

City Clerk: Margaret Jones
sgclerkjones@gmail.com

Arborist: Mike Hayman
(502)649-2958
mhayman@iglou.com

Architect: Gil Stein
gsteinarch@aol.com

City Engineer: Ted Niemann
senecagardensengineer@gmail.com

City Attorney: Keith Larson

Strathmoor Police Department
(502)432-8900

Contacts For Seneca Gardens

City of Seneca Gardens
P.O. Box 5217
Louisville, KY 40255-0217

Proud Member of the Jefferson County League of Cities

The Seneca Gardens
NEWSLETTER

May, 2025

Be sure to like our “city of Seneca 
Gardens” Facebook page and keep 
up with what’s going on. 

Don’t forget to sign-up for REACH Alert by going to 
reachalert.com and creating an account. This will keep 
you up-to-date on important notifications.

Sign up for REACH Alert

DATE EVENT
Saturday, June 7 Annual Citywide Yard Sale
Friday, June 27 Food Truck Friday
Friday, August 15 Food Truck Friday
Sunday, October 19 Gardens Gathering

Mark Your Calendar for These Upcoming Events in 2024
Once again, we’ve got a lineup of events designed to give us a chance to meet new neighbors and get 
reacquainted with familiar faces (and de-clutter our garages and basements). We hope to see you at one of 
these events this summer.

At Metro Council, our job is to lift up the hyper-
local—making sure neighborhood needs are 
prioritized in city-wide planning—and to make sure 
the big city issues are felt and addressed right here at 
home.

From the neighborhood up:
We’ve been advocating for continued 
investment in infrastructure to help 
everyone get where they need to 
go—safely and efficiently, however 
they travel. Curious about traffic-
calming tools like speed humps? 
Visit Louisville Department of 
Transportation at LouisvilleKY.gov.

We’re also working closely with 
Bowman Field and Congressman 
McGarvey’s office to address airport 
noise concerns. We’ll be hosting a public meeting 
soon—stay tuned for more details.

As always, you’re invited to join our District 8 
Neighborhoods & Home Rule Cities | LouisvilleKY.gov 
each month, and sign up to get our e-newsletters at 
Subscribe & Stay Informed also at LouisvilleKY.gov. 

From the city down:
Across Louisville, we’re seeing encouraging trends: 
a reduction in noise complaints, fewer short-term 
rental issues, less violence, and more businesses 
opening along Bardstown Road. These wins are 
important—but we’re also pushing hard for deeper 
investments in eviction prevention, support for 

people experiencing homelessness, 
and expanded affordable housing.
City-wide progress helps us all—and 
we’re working every day to ensure the 
Highlands, Seneca Gardens, and all our 
neighborhoods benefit.

Upcoming Events – 
Come Join Us!
Strong communities are built through 
connection. Check out all of our 
upcoming events via Facebook and/

or Instagram. Where we are updating our feed 
constantly. 

Thanks for being engaged and active neighbors—
we’re in this together.

	 —Ben

Message from Councilman Ben Reno-Weber, District 8 

We love the contractors who keep Seneca Gardens homes, yards and landscaping looking their best, but 
please remember: signs placed in the public easement (the strip between the sidewalk and the street) aren’t 
permitted under City ordinance. If you’re sprucing up your place, kindly ask your contractor to keep their 
yard‑signs on private property only. Let’s work together to keep our tree‑lined streets neat, walkable, and free 
of clutter—thanks for helping maintain the charm of Seneca Gardens!

A Friendly Reminder About Yard Signs in Easements
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Southern snowball Viburnum, Viburnum macrocephalum. This view is in Seneca Gardens on Taylorsville Road at Broadmeade. 
There are two other plantings near SG, one on Woodbourne and one at Bowman Field on Pee Wee Reese.

Did you miss our last newsletter? Visit www.cityofsenecagardens.com and click on NEWS and INFO-NEWSLETTERS on the far right-hand side of the page.

New Beginnings
Spring in Seneca Gardens brings a renewed spirit 
of new beginnings. Trees leaf, grass becomes green 
again, gardens are planted and home improvement 
projects are begun. 

Seneca Gardens is a Home Rule City within 
Jefferson County so we are able to have 
ordinances that compliment Louisville 
Metro’s as well as enhance the desirability 
of Seneca Gardens. In an effort to enhance 
our neighborhood permits are required 
for many improvement projects. Many 
improvement projects require a simple 
review and possibly a no cost permit. 
Dumpsters or portable toilets are generally 
here and gone, but we would like to know 
when they are used to ensure our streets 
are not damaged when they are delivered 
or removed. Fences require a no cost permit and 

are restricted to certain materials and styles, chain 
link fences are not allowed. Inside improvements do 
not require Seneca Garden permits, other than if a 
dumpster or portable toilet are used, but they may 
require Louisville Metro permits. 

Expansions, or new accessory buildings 
would require an architectural review and 
a permit fee. The architectural review is 
generally very thorough and could improve 
the building process. 

Our goal is to maintain Seneca 
Gardens desirability without imposing 
unreasonable restrictions on the effort. 
Please reach out to Ted Niemann at 
senecagardensengineer@gmail.com if you 
have any questions on obtaining a permit 
for home improvements.

Ted Niemann, P.E
City Engineer

Please Permit Me...  

Volcano Season!
This is a repeat message because it continues to 
happen. Mulch against a tree trunk can cause 
cankers, girdling roots, and animal damage. Usually, 
these effects do not kill a tree immediately, but they 
do diminish the tree over time. The rule of thumb for 
mulch on new trees is to put none against the trunk 
and 2-3” over the root zone. Large trees don’t need 
mulch. 

Reminders
Seneca Gardens does the following: 

1.	 prunes trees to clear sidewalks and streets

2.	 prunes for strong structure on trees that we 
subsidized. 

We are on our seventh year of doing this. We will 
have covered the entire city in one more year. Examples of mulch volcanoes

An update from our city arborist, Mike Hayman
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Meet Your New Seneca Gardens Commissioners
Commissioner Susan Kessinger

My family and I have lived in Seneca Gardens for 16 years. I am a mom of three and an X-ray technologist 
at Baptist Hospital Louisville, where I have worked for 27 years. I genuinely enjoy being in healthcare and 
helping people from all over our city and the surrounding areas.

I also enjoy running and walking our dog Wally, who some of you may have 
seen standing at the edge of our property barking hello as his friends walk by.  
He’s just two years old, so he still has a lot of puppy in him!

I had the pleasure of growing up in a rural area outside of J-Town, but I knew I 
eventually wanted to live in a neighborhood. When I met my husband he lived 
on Wrocklage Avenue, just a few streets away from Seneca Gardens. I fell in 
love with him, but also fell in love with the Highlands. We eventually moved 
to St. Matthews for a few years but always knew we wanted to get back to this 
side of the park. 

In 2009 we moved to the corner of Meadow Road and Trevilian Way. I love 
being close to the park and great restaurants, and seeing all the runners, bikers, 

walkers and dogs that roam our streets. Living in Seneca Gardens has been the perfect combination of the 
neighborhood I always wanted, combined with the advantages of being in the Highlands.

I became a Commissioner because I wanted to give back to this wonderful city that has given me and my 
husband such a  beautiful and safe place to raise our children. As a Commissioner, I hope to bring people 
together and continue the great sense of community in this place we call home.

Commissioner Steve McGuire

I grew up in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. I was the first person in my family to go far away for college, and 
graduated from Vanderbilt University. I stayed in Nashville for 18 years. Early 2000s Nashville was an 

exciting and growing place, and reminds me often of Louisville today. During 
that time I grew my career as an environmental engineer, met my wife Jocelyn 
(in the Baltimore airport- true story!), and our son was born. In 2018, I took a 
job at a firm in Philadelphia shortly before our daughter was born. Our family 
moved to Seneca Gardens in May 2021. You’ve probably seen my oldest, the 
curly-haired nine-year old, playing a game he invented called “soccer golf” in 
our front yard on Meadow Rd, using the water meter as the “hole” and the 
sidewalks and driveways as “water hazards”.

I am an environmental engineer at a nationwide consulting firm specializing 
in water and wastewater infrastructure. I lead a team of about 60 engineers 
and designers supporting projects meant to keep our waterways safe. 

I joined the commission because in my line of work, I find myself speaking in front of city commissions 
and councils just like ours all over the country. I’ve seen what works, and some things that don’t. I want to 
make sure that we as taxpayers are getting the very best services possible in order to maintain the beauty 
for which our city is known and loved.



Commissioner Jason Perkey

My goober of Golden Retriever named Toby and I moved to Seneca Gardens in 
the Fall of 2000. We live on the corner of Valletta and Taylorsville Road, but we 
can be seen strutting through the city sniffing and chasing after all the things. 

I’m a Louisville native. I grew up in St. Matthews, and after spending the past 
fifteen years outside Louisville, I moved back to start a political and public 
affairs consulting firm. We’re very proud to spend a large part of our work with 
Native American Women running for office at every level of government. 

I joined the City Commission because I’ve grown to love our community. I have 
the best neighbors and the most beautiful community. 

Commissioner Caroline Smith 

My husband Pete and I have called Seneca Gardens home since 1993, where we raised our twins, Ashley 
and Peter. We love this community—especially the friendly neighbors, great walks with our dog, and the 

many fellow dog lovers around!

With a career spanning business, education, and nationwide sales leadership, 
I bring experience in collaboration and problem-solving—perfect for working 
with my fellow commissioners to make a great neighborhood even greater.

I joined the commission because I love this city and the people who make it 
special. 

Seneca Gardens isn’t just where we live—it’s home!
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Meet Your New Seneca Gardens Commissioners 

Spring Beauty

Seneca Gardens pruning 
of a Spectrum magnolia 
on Seneca Valley Road. 
This is an old variety 
from the National 
Arboretum rarely 
available. Four more are 
in Seneca Golf Course 
east of Pee Wee Reese 
near Beargrass Creek. 
Those four were grafts 
from this tree.


